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DIRECTOR’S DESK
F R O M  T H E

“Living by faith” is a seemingly novel concept in 

an age of “hyper-information.” A young ministerial 

student, when asked how he was seeking to 

determine God’s direction regarding type and 

location of ministry, described his thorough 

process of internet research about the US and 

some foreign fields. He had read and studied 

an endless number of ministry-related websites, 

each outlining and describing in detail the scope 

of ministry and the need for more workers.

 

He commented with some measure of frustration 

that “the problem is there are so many needs and 

opportunities to consider in the huge number of 

websites that it has become increasingly difficult 

to determine where I best fit.” This young man 

never entered the ministry, but he continues 

to serve in his local church and is attempting 

to raise his family to follow Christ. However, he 

continues to struggle personally with his true 

purpose in life. 

History is full of men and women who boarded 

ships to cross an ocean without ever taking a 

survey trip or making a thorough internet search 

to see if it would be a good fit for them. Through 

privations, dangers, and endless opposition, 

they remained faithful to a conviction of God’s 

appointed work for their lives. How was this 

possible? What gave them such courage to be 

strong in their calling until God’s work for them 

was complete? 

The eleventh chapter of Hebrews provides the 

answer. Here the author first defines the nature of 

faith and then gives examples of walking by faith 

by citing the lives of Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, 

Sarah, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Rahab, and 

numerous others, who because of time and space 

are not mentioned by name. The author’s goal 

is to illustrate the sufficiency of genuine faith to 

provide direction throughout life’s journey, to 

provide the ability to accomplish every divinely 

assigned task, to see every need provided, and 

to experience grace and strength for every trial 

and opposition. Having these examples, we are 

compelled to a life of genuine faith, trusting in 

our all-sufficient God. 

The first two verses of the following chapter 

state, “Wherefore seeing we also are compassed 

about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us 

lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so 

easily beset us, and let us run with patience the 

race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus the 

author and finisher of our faith” (Hebrews 12:1-2). 

In our current age of “hyper-information,” God’s 

children need to rest confidently with genuine 

faith in the God of Noah, Abraham, and Moses—the 

same God Whose hand is clearly at work today. 

The twenty-first century is also compassed about 

with a great cloud of present-day witnesses who 

have already discovered the joyful sufficiency of 

walking by faith. God’s call for every believer is 

to WALK BY FAITH AND NOT BY SIGHT!
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NOTHING 
I N S U R M O U N TA B L E

M
y sister and I were standing on the roof of 

the guesthouse in a Restricted Access Nation, 

relaxing and looking at the view, our laundry 

now hanging in the late afternoon sun behind 

us. Breaking the silence, Ami turned to me and sighed, 

“Wouldn’t it be amazing if we could bring Regine and 

Sarah Grace here someday?” In hindsight, I realized 

her reaction was perfectly normal. When you have 

an experience you deeply enjoy, you want to share it 

with people you love. Of course, we could name many 

of our Filipino brothers and sisters who could impact 

this mission field! How we would love to be the ones 

to show them the opportunities for music teachers 

in this place. I never answered Ami’s question that 

day on the roof deck. We both knew it was way too 

expensive. Impossible!

But the Lord kept the idea from leaving my mind and 

heart. When I realized that money was the frightening 

barrier, I had to question my own faith. Finally, I sought 

the Lord in prayer. Within ten months we had returned 

to the same guesthouse on this incredibly needy 

field—with Sarah Grace and Regine!

It wasn’t only our faith that needed to grow before 

that first trip. We met regularly with the girls to pray 

and report on different logistics we were researching. 

Our spiritual advisors encouraged us to raise the funds 

through Christian people. This is how the idea of putting 

on musical concerts and offering seminars was born. 

If you had told me that our first faltering steps of faith 

would result in four teams over four years, I would never 

have believed it. One of many barriers the Lord helped 

us overcome was the corruption we encountered 

in securing Filipino passports. One team member, 

Ronald, worried about the process. “Miss Potter,” he 

said, scratching his head through his perfectly neat, 

curly black hair, “What should I do if there are no 

appointments available for passports for six months?” 

I had no idea. We knew that some “travel agents” buy 

up appointment times and then “sell them cheap” to 

friends. So we prayed as a team. I was confident that 

Ronald’s history as a faithful church musician would 

make him extremely useful as we ministered on the 

mission field. We just needed to wait for God to work. 

Later, Ronald sent a message to the team, “President 

Duterte said he was cracking down on corruption, so 

he wiped clean all passport appointments today. I am 

scheduled for Tuesday next week!” Later we heard 

that the appointment ledger filled up again in two 

hours. God had moved a mountain, and Ronald had 

his interview. 
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On another occasion a team member neatly managed to 

break his neck two weeks before our departure. He and his 

brother had been a wonderful combination as we raised 

support for the team. Both were expert string players with 

good ministry experience, having grown up in a pastor’s 

home. After the complete shock of 

the accident had sunk in, we were 

all wondering what the Lord was 

doing. The injured brother, Anthony, 

was the outgoing one. How could 

the introverted brother, Andrew, 

prosper in a foreign setting? Again, 

we prayed together as a team. As 

we left for the airport, I could tell 

that Andrew was shrinking inside. 

He grew silent as we waited for our 

flight. “I was so afraid after we left 

the Philippines. There were so many 

strange people!” he told us later. 

When we arrived at the guesthouse 

and Andrew started to meet his 

music students for the week, he relaxed. “After I got to 

know all the Christians, it was like coming home,” he told 

us. God particularly used Andrew to share devotionals 

and lead songs in two local elementary schools where 

the children came from idolatrous families. The noisy 

room quieted immediately whenever he was leading. On 

our flight home, I caught Andrew shivering. “Paul Andrew, 

where is your coat?!” “Miss Potter, I decided to give it to 

my new friend. He obviously needed it more than I do.”

Looking back, money turned out to be only a small barrier. 

“God is rich.” This is a phrase our team members used in 

prayer every year. Something much bigger than money 

was at stake. God was hearing and answering prayer. 

Sometimes we didn’t even know the people who were 

praying for us. Sarah Grace’s church 

had obviously been praying because 

they gave a surprisingly generous 

offering—around 100 US dollars! Their 

tiny one-room building was literally 

so small that people needed to move 

their chairs in order to form an aisle 

so the team could walk to the front. 

Sitting behind their little keyboard on 

the right was Sarah Grace’s mother, 

the faithful pastor’s wife. For thirty-

five years she supported her husband 

in their tiny work with no vacations. “I 

will be praying for the team,” she told 

me with her big brown eyes sparkling, 

“I always wanted to be a missionary, but 

the Lord made me a pastor’s wife. Now I get to live my 

dream through Sarah Grace!” God had no trouble providing 

for Sarah’s trip through other generous Filipino believers. 

As I watched God use her on the trip, her mother’s beautiful 

face and beaming eyes often came back to my mind.

Sarah’s mother was a good example of what God was 

teaching us—that faith and prayer overcome the obstacle 

of money and every other obstacle too. 

 RUTH
POTTER

“FAITH AND PRAYER 
OVERCOME THE 

OBSTACLE OF MONEY 
AND EVERY OTHER 
OBSTACLE TOO.” 

BY

PHILIPPINES
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“THERE WAS ALWAYS 

ENOUGH EVEN WHEN  

IT DID NOT APPEAR SO!”

DIRECTED
P R O V I D E N T I A L L Y

T O  G E R M A N Y
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I
n April 1977 I found a thick, anonymous letter in 

my college post office box, filled with hundreds of 

dollars and this note, “1 Thessalonians 5:24.” The 

sum paid for my airplane ticket just in time to join 

Mrs. Edith Long’s first student summer German team. 

How did I end up on that team instead of the Australia 

team slated for the previous year? 

I trusted Christ as Savior at age 15 in Pontiac, Michigan. 

God called me to preach at age 17 and directed me 

to attend Bob Jones University, starting off-semester 

in January 1974. My roommate, a missionary kid 

from Australia, introduced me to the Australian 

Mission Prayer Band. After two years of praying for 

missionaries there, a few students prayed about a 

summer team ministry in South Australia. I was in! 

However, the due date to pay for the airfare had 

passed. None of us could go. Dr. Marvin Lewis had the 

wisdom to tell us, “It looks like the Lord has closed 

the doors for this team.” 

That summer the Lord provided me with a job at 

General Motors. It paid off my outstanding college 

debt and school bills into the second semester of the 

next year. The remainder was covered through my 

work scholarship. God made me free of college debt 

for this one and only time during my undergrad years.

After God so clearly closed the doors for Australia, I 

began to wonder whether the Lord may have already 

been preparing me for a ministry in Germany by 

nudging me to study German for four and a half years 

in school—even before I was saved! After five years 

in Arizona, my folks moved to Rochester, Michigan, 

and the school there offered foreign languages 

in eighth grade. Then God moved us to Clarkston, 

where I repeated first-year German since my new high 

school would not allow foreign languages before ninth 

grade. During my third year of German, I was saved. 

The language was beginning to get interesting, so I 

continued and planned to study German education. 

When God called me to preach, I decided to minor 

in German instead. 

When I shared these providences with Edith Long, 

she exclaimed, “O that is wonderful! Maybe you can 

join our team next year.” Praying, taking upper-level 

German courses, attending team meetings, reading my 

German NT for devotions, then booking flights—this 

became my path. My passport was ready, but I had 

no money and then not enough money. Three days 

before the deadline, in that thick, anonymous letter, 

God provided enough funds! 

The closed door to Australia was heartbreaking. But 

the Lord used that, the job at GM, and the special gift 

for airfare to get me to my future field of ministry. His 

peace filled my heart to return to Germany, and He 

brought me back in 1980. I met my wife in Germany, 

and she has contributed immensely to the work. We 

look back at 41 years of ministry and God’s gracious 

provision while teaching us the lesson of Philippians 

4:12-13: “I know both how to be abased, and I know 

how to abound: every where and in all things I am 

instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to 

abound and to suffer need. I can do all things through 

Christ which strengtheneth me.” There was always 

enough, even when it did not appear to be so!

FRED 
FOSTER

“THERE WAS ALWAYS 

ENOUGH EVEN WHEN  

IT DID NOT APPEAR SO!”
BY

DIRECTED
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I
n over 30 years of living by faith, our family has 

experienced again and again God’s meeting our 

financial needs. Many times, when our children were 

younger, we would make a list of needs (and wants) 

and pray over them. God has been faithful in providing 

everything on our lists! 

However, as we reflect on faith, two very different 

scenarios come to mind. Several years ago, for three 

summers in a row, we experienced financial disaster 

when medical bills took months to be reimbursed by the 

insurance. Since Fred has a chronic liver disease, he has 

annual tests that are very expensive. After depleting all 

savings and other options, we decided to pay the bills 

as they came in, regardless of whether we had money 

to cover all the end-of-the-month bills. Each time, God 

took care of us, and although we cannot say how our 

needs were met, they were! About this time, our three 

youngest children were in their last years of German 

school. We wanted to be able to travel with them or at 

least go to an amusement park or on a special outing. 

With no money, that was not possible. But we all have 

bikes, so we went on many bike rides—often biking 50 

to 75 kilometers in a day. Not only was it great exercise, 

but we have amazing memories of our long family bike 

rides, and we all learned that we did not need to spend 

money to have a good time. 

At one point during our years of missionary service, as 

we realized that God truly meets all our financial needs, 

we questioned what else He could do that is so much 

more important than providing for material goods. During 

our first years in Germany, we worked with my parents, 

helping establish the church they had planted. At the 

same time, our hearts were burdened for the town where 

we were living (a 30- to 40-minute drive from where 

we had been ministering), and we began to pray about 

starting a church there. As God made it clear that He 

wanted us to start a church, we began planning to that 

end. Due to several circumstances, we did not feel free to 

ask anyone to help us with this endeavor, so we prayed 

for two families to help us start a church. 

RUTH
FUELLER

LIVING 
BY FAITH

BY

3 0  Y E A R S  O F
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Not long afterward, a young couple who lived 

halfway between us and the other church started 

attending our Wednesday evening Bible studies. 

Sandra was a new believer and a quiet person, so 

she felt more at home in a smaller setting. Within a 

few months, Sandra and her husband, Martin, told 

us that they wanted to help us start a church! We 

were thrilled and amazed since we had not told 

anyone about our prayer for two families. A short 

time later, another family we knew and who had 

been looking for a house to buy, found one in our 

town a few blocks from us. Both families have 

labored beside us since 2008. As we look back, we 

are awed at God’s gracious answer to our request 

for two families to help start a church.

“WE PRAYED FOR TWO 
FAMILIES TO HELP US 

START A CHURCH.”
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SARAH
ARNOLD

W
hen my husband told me that he thought 

we ought to move to yet another country 

in four months, my initial response was 

alarm if not panic. Yes, our furlough 

travels would be finished in two and a half months 

before Christmas. Yes, he could maintain his current 

online-only ministry in the Philippines equally 

well anywhere in the world. Yes, we were still 

uncertain when we could return to the Philippines. 

And yes, most definitely, Jesus told us to go, and 

the needs around the world are staggering. But 

where exactly would we go? We were already 

in limbo between two different countries. How 

could we add a third? Countries the world over 

were responding in alarming and unpredictable 

ways to COVID-19. Wasn’t this a startlingly bad 

time to move internationally short-term? English 

and Tagalog are our only usable languages. How 

could we find a place with a significant need and 

openness in spite of the coronavirus and a way 

to minister meaningfully and immediately under 

these limitations?

Déjà vu! Eight and a half years ago, Joel thought 

we ought to go to Alberta, Canada, for him to 

teach a block class at a Bible college. While this 

type of ministry fit his gifting and our burden, the 

timing seemed imprudent to me. It would mean 

scrambling to get a passport for our unborn 

baby, going there with a three-month-old and a 

25-month-old, only one and a half months before 

moving to the Philippines. I saw the chaos and 

uncertainty. It wasn’t a simple decision, but we did 

go. We all loved it. Joel said he would love to pour 

his life into this ministry if only he had a second life.

Eight years later, we had a similar conversation. And 

God transformed what initially was a burden for 

my husband and a terrifying pile of alarming and 

endless unknowns for me into a powerful, shared 

burden to use this unexpected season fully. This 

should not surprise us. He tells us that as we delight 

in Him, He will give us the desires of our hearts—not 

that He gives us what we want, but He transforms 

what we want, giving us desires like His own. What 

is nearer to His heart than the worldwide progress of 

the Gospel? We could trust Him to lead us. Trusting 

Him does not mean you wait for a message in the 

clouds in the sky. Trusting God means following 

Him when you don’t know the outcome.  

What initially was a leap of faith took form rapidly 

with startling clarity and striking perfection. We 

consulted our leadership in the Philippines and our 

mission board, mentioning our burden and idea in 

seed-form, checking for any reservations, concerns, 

or feedback. How wonderful to have counselors 

accustomed to the wrinkles of international living 

and the flexibility needed at such a time! All were 

completely supportive and enthusiastic. In response 

to our request for direction about where to go, one 

of the leadership team emailed us, asking us to 

consider a particular opportunity—going to Canada 

to assist Pastor Bud Talbert and his family, who 

BY

WISE PLANNING
F A I T H  I N  G O D ’ S
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have long prayed for a supported missionary to assist 

them in the Bible college there. 

We could not have designed something so perfectly. We 

didn’t need to; God did. We won’t get a second life to 

serve at this like-minded college, but God unexpectedly is 

giving us six wonderful months. It is still only six months, 

so the long-term need remains. Please pray with us that 

God would provide a supported missionary for this college 

after our short window of service.

 

Four months after that seed conversation, we prepared for 

the transition. God does indeed do “exceeding abundantly 

above all that we could ask or think” (see Ephesians 

3:20). He provided completely for the greater expense of 

living in Canada through the generosity of dear friends, 

strong churches, and even people we had barely met 

at some of those churches. Friends and family gave us 

gorgeous mittens, some of the warmer clothes needed 

for a drastically different climate, and time to pack and 

work through dizzying details without distraction (in other 

words—babysitting for free). Many contacted us just to 

tell us they are praying for us. The support for this huge 

and quick change has been overwhelmingly sweet. We 

Christians do this work as a body.

We all know God has already told us to go. We all know 

there are pressing needs around the world. We all would 

say He is able to meet the needs in the going. Actually 

going—internationally or at least well beyond personal 

expectations and comfort zones—transforms immaterial 

knowledge into life-giving faith. We should not go only 

because of a romantic feeling, a sweet nostalgia, or a 

peculiar suitability to a specific place. We must go because 

we serve our Savior and Redeemer—the One Who gave 

His life for us so we could die to self and live for Him, 

Who loves each individual the world over and tells us to 

go and share the Gospel, and Who is able to overcome 

any and all barriers as we follow Him anywhere. We don’t 

go forward because we know the circumstances. We go 

forward because we know our unchangeable, trustworthy, 

and all-powerful God.

“ACTUALLY GOING—INTERNATIONALLY 

OR AT LEAST WELL BEYOND PERSONAL 

EXPECTATIONS AND COMFORT ZONES—

TRANSFORMS IMMATERIAL KNOWLEDGE 

INTO LIFE-GIVING FAITH.” 
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THE 
SHEPHERD’S 
CARE FOR 
A MOTHER

“THE LORD IS MY 
SHEPHERD; I SHALL 
NOT WANT” (PSALM 23:1).
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Because of this precious promise, we can step 

forward trustingly into whatever calling the Great 

Shepherd of our souls appoints for us. Maybe it’s in 

the church where we grew up, across the country, 

or like me, across the world in a far corner we had 

absolutely no notion of until He placed it squarely 

in front of us. The experience of our Shepherd’s 

faithful, tender care has brought me to my knees in 

thankfulness again and again, particularly after the 

birth of each of our five children. His gentle care 

for the little lambs, as well as their mothers, is one 

of His specialties! (See Isaiah 40:11.) 

Four or five times a year, our family travels by 

helicopter to the nearest town to buy supplies and 

take care of our business and medical needs. We are 

quite spoiled by the excellent care of the doctors at 

a mission clinic there. I was actually shocked when 

we returned to the States for our first furlough, 

expecting our first child, to discover that it is not 

standard practice for prenatal appointments to 

always include an ultrasound and last an enjoyable 

hour or more!

The mission clinic in town does not, however, deliver 

babies, so for each in-country birth (three of the 

five) we have had to travel farther and camp out 

near a reputable hospital to wait for the baby’s 

arrival. In each case, God has effortlessly untangled 

the mind-boggling logistics of travel, lodging, and 

transportation in answer to prayer; kept us safe in 

dangerous, unfamiliar places; and timed everything 

exquisitely.

Our favorite hospital, a rural one, requires that 

expatriates bring their own private nurse in order 

not to overburden the hospital staff. Twice, a GFA 

nurse coworker has been willing to help us. The first 

time, the baby arrived the day before the nurse, 

and my Jeff suddenly found himself unexpectedly 

filling that role! It ended up being the sweetest 

time of enjoying our new little son together. The 

second time, our coworker was such a blessing and 

actually took care of the entire delivery, using the 

hospital facilities.

Each time we wondered and prayed much about 

who would care for our other children during the 

birth. Each time, usually very close to the due date, 

God had us meet someone we and our children were 

comfortable with, and He laid it on that person’s 

heart to ask about this need. First, it was Swiss 

missionaries, who showed a degree of love we had 

never experienced previously. Another time it was 

a lady we met at church. And most recently, it was 

a doctor’s wife with five children of her own.

As each story unfolded and I have watched God 

answer our prayers, I have been thoroughly rebuked 

for all of my worries. He is truly the most excellent 

of shepherds, and His goodness and mercy follow 

us all the days of our lives.

ELIZABETH 
OWENS
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“Then He said to His disciples, ‘The 
harvest truly is plentiful, but the 
laborers are few. Therefore pray 
the Lord of the harvest to send out 
laborers into His harvest’” (Matthew 
9:37-38, NKJV).

I believe that many Christians are 
afraid to pray for the harvest and 
afraid to pray for laborers. It is far 
easier simply to neglect it.

Christ is urging us in these verses 
to give ourselves to earnest prayer. 
He is not referring to a brief token 
mention within a myriad of other 
requests in a church service, 
though that’s a start. The kind of 
prayer Jesus is speaking of requires 
something of us. He commands us 
to earnestly pray1 for laborers and 
for the spread of the Gospel for His 
glory. When we do this, we find that 
we are immediately confronted in 
our spirits. God’s Spirit shines His 
light into our hearts and challenges 
us with thoughts like these: Do I have 

compassion for the lost? What am I 
personally doing about the harvest? 
How many opportunities have I lost 
in the past week because I was 
distracted? Am I faithfully praying 
for unbelieving loved ones? Am I 
praying for God to use our church 
to send out laborers? Am I willing to 
go, to be sent, wherever God would 
have me? Am I willing to suffer for 
the Gospel? Praying for laborers is 
convicting.

An unwillingness to be confronted by 
God’s Spirit about apathy, laziness, 
disobedience, and lack of love will 
discourage us to pray for the lost and 
for laborers. If this is the case, our 
primary need is repentance so that 
we can begin to pray as we ought. 
We must take courage, obey, and 
expect God to work in and through 
us as we pray. As we do, we will see 
our joy in Christ increase. 

Prayer, a spiritual discipline, is hard 
work because of our sinful flesh. That 

seems especially to be the case when 
praying for souls and for laborers to 
enter the harvest. F.B. Meyer wrote, 

“The cause of our apathy is probably 
also to be sought in the effort which 
is required to bring our sensuous 
and earth-bound natures into true 
union with the Spirit of God. True 
prayer is labor.”2

In His compassionate wisdom, the 
Lord Jesus commanded us to pray 
with a purpose in mind. When we 
pray obediently, our hearts are 
renewed with a fresh measure of 
God’s love and compassion for those 
around us who are yet condemned. 
Through this kind of prayer, the Lord 
of the harvest calls some, separating 
them out to devote themselves 
fully to gospel ministry.3 He knows 
His people need this prayer in 
order to stay focused on His Great 
Commission and receive the grace 
required to obey it. 

1 Alternate translations include “beseech” (NASB 1995); “plead” (NASB 2020); “pray earnestly” (ESV). Note that 

Paul urges God’s people to “strive” in prayer for him in his gospel ministry (see Romans 15:30, KJV and NKJV).
2 Meyer, F. B. Love to the Uttermost: Expositions of John XIII.-XXI. (p. 60). Kindle Edition.
3 Acts 13:2; Romans 1:1

PRAYING 
FOR LABORERS

FORREST 
MCPHAIL

BY
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• Medical missions teams  (2 WEEKS)

• Medical missions internships  (6-9 WEEKS)

• Short-term medical missions  (2 YEARS)

• Career medical missions

Advance the 
Gospel Through 
Medical Missions 

LEGACY GIVING

1. BEQUESTS MADE THROUGH YOUR 
WILL OR YOUR ESTATE CAN INCLUDE:

• Gifts of Real Estate

• Gifts of Stocks and Bonds

• Gifts of Retirement Assets

• Gifts of Cash

2. IRA CHARITABLE ROLLOVER

• If you are over 70 1/2, you can make a gift directly to 

GFA from your IRA and reduce your taxable income.

You can create a lasting legacy in missions through 

planned giving to the GFA Missionary Care Endowment.

Make an Impact for Eternity

Please contact GFA if you have questions about legacy 

giving. We will be glad to assist you as you seek to 

steward the resources the Lord has given to you.

864.609.5500

FORREST 
MCPHAIL

FOR MORE INFO:
Jack Mitchell, DMD

(978) 397-1693 • drjack@gfamissions.org
gfamissions.org/medical-missions



Gospel Fellowship Association
1809 Wade Hampton Blvd. Suite 110
Greenville, SC  29609-4061
864-609-5500 • gfamissions.org

Return Service Requested

VIRTUAL 
ROUNDTABLES

FOR A LIST OF DATES AND TO SUBSCRIBE,  GO TO 

GFAMISSIONS.ORG/ROUNDTABLES

Interactive discussions 
about thought-provoking 

missions topics by 
missionary panelists 

from around the world

Moderated 
by Jon Crocker

“The stories helped make learning 
more about missions applicable.”
— PROSPECTIVE INTERN/SHORT-TERMER

“It encouraged my heart to continue praying and 
seeking God’s direction for missions in my own life.”

— PROSPECTIVE INTERN/SHORT-TERMER

“Concepts I hadn’t considered before.”
— MISSIONARY SERVING IN HONG KONG


