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Dear praying Friends,

It has been a while since I sent out a “snail mail” prayer letter (which many of you receive in a digital form), and I apologize for the 
delay. We greatly appreciate your prayers for us, the ministry at Bob Jones Memorial Bible College, and the furtherance of the Gospel 
in Asia. As in other quarterly prayer letters, I will try to give you a current overview of various ministries, plus a few specific praises 
and prayer requests.

NewSong Ministries: As you know, we have been seeking the Lord’s will regarding the music publishing ministry for some time. 
After much prayer, discussion, and thought, we decided a few months ago that it was time to close the ministry. The Lord used NSM 
for over 12 years to provide sheet music, music books, and recordings to churches all over the country, and we praise Him for that. 
The ultimate goal of the ministry was always to influence what was happening in local churches, as well as to encourage Filipino 
musicians to create the music that Filipino churches need. By God’s grace, those goals were being met and will continue to be met but 
in other ways. Many of the ministry assets have been sold or given away. Some items will go to BJMBC so that the music faculty can 
continue fulfilling the mission of NSM (which is a natural part of BJMBC’s music program) in a variety of ways. Please pray that all 
the paperwork and legal details will be accomplished properly and soon. And, for one last time, let me mention Meldalie Baluyot and 
Beth Naval, who really did the day-to-day work in keeping the ministry operating, as well as all the musicians who graciously allowed 
NSM to produce and distribute their work. We praise the Lord for these dear people.

Bob Jones Memorial Bible College (http://www.bjmbc.org): BJMBC just celebrated 30 years of ministry with a wonderful 
conference focusing on faithfully studying and proclaiming God’s Word. Dr. Mark Minnick was the keynote speaker, and each of the 
three directors also spoke. Perhaps it would be good to remind you about what BJMBC is about (from our mission statement):

We partner with fundamental churches as co-laborers, giving believers the tools they 
need to powerfully spread God’s Word throughout Asia and the world. The overarching 
goal for all we do is ultimately God’s glory.

We also have three specific goals for the believers we train:

• That all of Asia would hear the Gospel of Jesus Christ
• That fundamental churches would be planted
• Making disciples

Our students include both full-time pastors and faithful church members, so we offer 
solid academic excellence in a practical framework in effective ministry. Our gradu-
ates must be solidly grounded in the truth but also able to use it. In particular, we are 
concerned with: 

• Careful, fervent exposition of the Scripture
• Music that honors Christ’s holiness
•  Prayer and dependence on the Holy Spirit
•  Developing separated, Spirit-filled, soul-winning, and steadfast servants of 

the Savior whose souls are satisfied in Him.

Would you pray that all of us involved (both missionaries and local faculty and staff) will be 
wise, diligent, and determined to fulfill this mission?

http://www.bjmbc.org


Also, please remember the building program in your prayers. We had an official 
groundbreaking during the anniversary and have all but the final paperwork needed 
from City Hall. We hope to have that soon so that we can begin construction. Please 
pray for wisdom for me as I guide and oversee construction and for the remainder of 
the funds to come in—we have over half at this time.

Gospel Light Baptist Church and other church ministries: Ruth and Julia continue 
to be integrally involved in the GLBC music ministry, especially at the piano. Doug 
and Ruth recently gave a workshop to the Sunday school and children’s church workers 
on the effective use of music in such ministries. Doug will soon be giving a “reinforce-
ment” workshop to the song leaders. A supplemental songbook has been in the works 
for some time, and we hope to see it finished by the time of the church’s anniversary in 
February. We praise the Lord for the wonderful BJMBC music alumni and lay people who are so involved and doing such a great job.

Doug has been preaching at a nearby church every second Sunday, and he preached at a recent anniversary celebration. One special 
praise from this was that at least one young man has come to Christ, in addition to several church family members being put under the 
sound of the Gospel. In addition, for two months Doug had a weekly Bible study with an American young man who is wrestling with a 
lot of spiritual issues.

During the Christmas break, the entire family joined the ministry of a church in 
Olongapo City as they organized a musical drama presentation—a first for this small 
church. We praise the Lord for His blessings on the event. It seemed to spark a bit of a 
revival in the church; neighbors heard the Gospel in song, drama, and preaching; and 
funds were raised so that the church can build much-needed Sunday school rooms.

Doug’s doctoral studies: There is no big news here other than the fact that Doug has 
resumed his studies. He will be spending two full days a week on research and writing 
for the remainder of this semester. The basic outline for his doctoral thesis has been 
approved, and he is working on the first chapter. Lord willing, he will do a four-week 
residency at Durham University (UK) beginning in late April, rather than this month, as 
originally planned.

Annual financial report (we neglected to give this in October, as is our normal practice): We currently have about 95% of our 
needed support. We praise the Lord for the churches, families, and individuals who so faithfully and sacrificially give for the work of 
the ministry. 

Now for a few specific prayer requests:

• Plans for an evangelistic Bible club and Bible studies in our new neighborhood
• Final adjustments to the BJMBC building plans; fund-raising
• Acquisition of the final needed building permit
• Wisdom as we make plans with Julia to go to the States in late May for her transition 

to college
• Real spiritual growth and ministry strengthening in our students
• A closer walk with God for each member of our family

And a few praises:

• Over 50% of the needed construction funds are in, and a church has volunteered a 
team to help with finishing work on the building.

• Joseph completed his first semester at Maranatha Baptist University; Alicia has 
submitted applications to two graduate programs in the Greensboro (NC) area.

• Sara Morris received her needed support and is back teaching music composition.
• Ruth Potter completed her deputation and is now back teaching.

Lastly, thank you for your prayers and interest in the cause of Christ, the importance of music in worship and discipleship, and the 
spread of the Gospel in Asia. We need your prayers more than we even realize.

Your soldiers for Christ in the Philippines and greater Asia,
Doug and Ruth

Julia, Lydia, and Evan 
Alicia in North Carolina; Joseph in Wisconsin


