
1930s
First National Convention of 

Youth Fellowship Clubs in 1932 

is attended by 200 members. 

From this, Dr. Bob Jones, Sr., 

forms the Young People’s Fel-

lowship Clubs in 1933. They go 

international in 1934. 

1940
The first Executive Committee of 

GFA meets in March to appoint 

31 men and women as GFA 

Board Members. 

1939
The incorporation papers for 

Gospel Fellowship Association 

are filed in the Bradley County 

Register of TN. The purpose of 

the organization shall be the 

promotion of harmony and peace 

among orthodox Christians re-

gardless of their denominational 

affiliation and the uniting of these 

orthodox Christians in an effort to 

get the Gospel of the grace of God 

to as many people as possible in 

the shortest time possible . . . .

1940
GFA launches radio ministries 

in Dothan, AL, in January. By 

1959, more than 176 pro-

grams are broadcast regularly 

on 126 stations.

1939
World War II begins on 

September 1. 1941
GFA’s Board passes 

resolutions at its first an-

nual meeting. The Board 

resolves to be true to its 

founding purpose. 
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1941
Students distribute thousands 

of “gospel bombs” during 

campaigns sponsored by GFA. 

Dr. Jones’ This is Important  
tract is translated into 5 

languages, and 5 million copies 

are eventually printed by GFA. 

1943
Under GFA’s direction, BJC stu-

dents distribute 250,000 tracts; 

visit 30,000 homes; conduct 

6,000 public services; organize 

95 Young People’s Fellowship 

Clubs; personally counsel 

12,500 people leading to 2,000 

conversions, 1,300 consecra-

tions, and 190 dedications to 

Christian service. Clearly, GFA 

is being used of God to get the 

Gospel to as many people as 

possible in the shortest time 

possible. 

1945
WWII ends. Many veterans 

seek to return to the coun-

tries where they served as 

soldiers to now share the 

gospel message.

1947
Bob Jones College 

moves to Greenville, 

SC, and becomes 

Bob Jones University.

1942
GFA hires 8 Field Secretaries 

to supervise evangelistic 

work in 11 states. Part of this 

outreach is led by Dr. Bob 

Jones, Jr., accompanied by the 

Bob Jones Male Quartet. GFA 

begins supervising summer 

extension work done by BJC 

ministerial students. 

1944
The GI Bill sends many 

veterans to colleges 

and Bible institutes, 

marking an increase in 

Bible college enroll-

ment nationwide.

1939–1947
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1950s
Battle lines are drawn regarding 

New Evangelicalism, which 

Dr. Bob Jones, Jr., describes as 

a “state of mind as well as a 

religious ‘position.’ It is really a 

half-way house to total unbelief, 

and no New Evangelical can dwell 

there permanently. He will either 

be forced back to biblical truth or 

go further into infidelity.”

1961
The Annual Board Meeting 

makes first reference to the 

policy that “the Gospel Fellow-

ship Association will contin-
ue to take missionaries who 

desire to go to the mission field 

under our support and are not 

interested in going under other 

mission boards.” GFA is obvi-

ously “taking ownership” of a 

growing degree of sponsorship 

for missionary endeavors.

1960
GFA appoints an exploratory 

committee to research 

becoming a mission agency. 

By 1960, there are approxi-

mately 600 former BJU stu-

dents on the foreign mission 

field vigorously committed 

to “do right” and affirming 

that “it is never right to do 

wrong to get an opportunity 

to do right.”

1959
The GFA Board adopts the 

following resolution unan-

imously: BE IT RESOLVED, 

That the Gospel Fellowship 

Association reiterates its convic-

tions that it should not be or 

become a missionary society 

and board or act as such if it 

can possibly continue to avoid 

doing so. . . .

1956
Billy Graham organizes an 

evangelistic campaign in 

Japan under the sponsor-

ship of Kyodan or United 

Church. Several BJU gradu-

ates, including Gerald and 

Miriam Johnson, plead with 

GFA to be allowed to transfer 

from TEAM (The Evangelical 

Alliance Mission) to GFA as a 

missions agency.

1962
On January 23, fifteen missionaries 

are accepted by GFA. These in-

clude Maurice and Peggy Paulson, 

Gerry and  Miriam Johnson, Harry 

and Jean Bain, Dudley and Kathy 

Atteberry, and Ethylen Bennett.
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1962
Rev. Kenneth Becker 

is appointed Executive 

Secretary of GFA.

1976
Dr. V. L. Martin is appointed as 

GFA’s second Director of Missions. 

The Home Office moves to new 

facilities at 920 Wade Hampton 

Boulevard.

1972
Bob Jones Memorial 

Institute is founded in South 

Korea by Gerald Johnson.

1977
GFA holds its first “Candidate 

School” (forerunner of GFA 

Family Conference) on BJU’s 

campus. Approximately 60 

appointees and furloughing 

missionaries attend.

1968
Kathy Dewey joins the GFA 

staff, where she will serve 

for more than 50 years.

1963
By May, GFA has accepted 

25 missionaries with 10 

already on the field. Future 

countries include Japan, 

Puerto Rico, Latin America, 

Sweden, France, Cyprus, 

Spain, and Korea.

1977–78
GFA accepts 35 new 

candidates; 19 new mis-

sionaries go to the field; 

31 appointees are on dep-

utation, and 23 are ready 

to start soon. The total 

number of workers is 120 

with 17 fields presently 

occupied. 100 applications 

are outstanding.

1950–1978
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A MISSIONARY’S RECOLLECTIONS OF DR. BOB JONES, SR.

FOUNDER OF GOSPEL FELLOWSHIP ASSOCIATION
BY MISSIONARY GERALD JOHNSON

My wife and I served as missionaries 16 years in Japan, followed by 28 years in Korea. 
Dr. Jones visited Japan several times. It was my privilege to arrange the meetings and travel 
with him. I was like a sponge, eagerly soak-
ing up all the advice that Dr. Jones would 
give me. He was a tremendous inspiration. 
Although up in years, he had the energy of 
two or three ordinary men put together. He 
had a tremendous zeal to win lost souls. His 
convictions were Bible-based, and he would 
never compromise them. His first loyalty 
was to Jesus Christ. He often said, “If I have 

one drop of blood in me not loyal to Christ, I want a physician to open 
my veins and remove it.”

Dr. Jones was a man of 
great influence, and yet he was a humble man who was easily approach-
able. There was nothing “put on” in his personality. The thing that stands 
out most vividly in my mind was his warm friendship for his “preacher 
boys”—missionaries, pastors, Christian workers—who were fighting hard 
and lonely battles for the faith.

There came a time as a young missionary when a crisis occurred in my 
life. The seeds of new evangelicalism had started to sprout in the foreign 
mission board of which I was a member. I wrote to Dr. Jones for advice. 
Like a spiritual father he wrote back, “I know what is going on over there 
in Japan. I have the contacts that make me know what is going on. But 

remember this, Gerry, stand true. Don’t compromise. Fight for the truth, but be sweet and keep your head. I have been 
preaching for 61 years, and I have never in my life been trapped by anything I have ever said. I have always been able to 
face what I have said, because I have always had an element of caution in it.”

At the close of this letter, Dr. Jones wrote, “When we finish this letter, we 
are going to bow our heads and have a special prayer that God will help 
you. We are going to pray first that you have a warm, spiritual heart, and 
second that you may have a clear head, and third that you may have the 

courage to do right if the stars 
fall out of the sky on all the tents 
you have.” By way of explana-
tion, at that time I was president 
of a Bible institute in Japan that 
trained Japanese to be evange-
lists. We had a number of tents 
that we used in evangelistic campaigns and five Japanese evangelists for each 
tent team.
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STAY SWEET BUT DON’T COMPROMISE

In another letter Dr. Jones again exhorted me to keep 

my head and stay amiable in the heat of the battle.       

“I have been under fire so long that I know how to get 

along, but it is mighty hard for a young fellow to keep 

his head. An old preacher told me years ago, ‘Fight like 

the devil, but stay sweet.’ Now, you stay sweet, but keep 

fighting, and do not compromise, and as long as you go 

ahead that way, we will stand with you.”

Dr. Jones was always ready to defend the faith, but he 

was also a kind Christian gentleman. He exhorted me, 

“My work will soon be done, Gerry, but keep this letter 

and remember what I have written you. Now, keep 

fighting. You are on the right track. Don’t pussyfoot, or 

trim, or compromise. My work will soon be done, and I 

know it, but I am going to go down carrying the flag that 

God put into my hands 55 years ago.”

DISCERNMENT

Dr. Jones had a keen spiritual insight. He was always 

able quickly to size up a situation. He made a brief trip 

to Korea and immediately put his finger on the sore 

spot. In a letter to one of my missionary friends he 

wrote, “Your problem in Korea is the same problem we 

have in America. It is a churchianity problem. That does 

not mean we are against churches. We are for churches 

when they sell Jesus Christ instead of themselves to 

the people. There is a churchianity in Korea that is as 

bad as we have in America. Even some of the mission 

boards have this churchianity approach, and some of 

them almost deify their own boards instead of exalting 

the purpose for which the board came into existence. 

Now, I say this in a kind, Christian way. I do not mean to 

be critical.”

BIG ORGANIZATIONS AND MOVEMENTS

Dr. Jones always saw the danger of religious organiza-

tions or movements exalting themselves above Jesus 

Christ. Speaking of committees, Dr. Bob used to say 

that in his entire lifetime he never saw God use com-

mittees to win souls, but He always utilized individuals 

to evangelize and save the lost. “The more I think about 

it, the more I have a feeling that God is using individ-

uals, not big organizations and machinery” is the way   

Dr. Bob expressed his view.

Dr. Jones wrote me, “Watch out for organizations. They 

are dangerous. They never have succeeded. The story 

of Christianity is the story of the work of individuals. 

This has been true ever since Paul met Jesus on the 

road to Damascus. He could not organize a church 

without having trouble; and this ecclesiastical machin-

ery and bigness and all that sort of thing is not of God, 

however honest 

the people may 

be who are in 

it.” God gave Dr. 

Jones a great 

deal of practical 

down-to-earth 

wisdom, and 

he was always 

eager to pass 

on these truths 

to his “preacher 

boys.”

PERSECUTION

Dr. Bob wanted all his “preacher boys” to be good 

soldiers of Jesus Christ; and he taught them that if 

they stayed true to Christ, they would face persecution 

in one form or other. He wrote me, “No child of God 

who is faithful to his trust can escape persecution. A 

Christian may become a rich man. He may be educated. 

He may have good health. He may have many other 

wonderful things, but God says definitely that if we live 

godly, we shall suffer persecution. A man who is not 
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persecuted is not a born-again, faithful child of God. 

There is no escape in this world from persecution in 

some form when we are true to Jesus Christ. It took me 

a long time to learn that. We folks who love the Lord 

love everybody. We forget what God says about perse-

cution. You can’t stand for the Lord Jesus Christ and live 

an uncompromising life and fight a winning battle for 

God without going up against satanic opposition.”

PROPHETIC INSIGHT

Dr. Jones had the gift of discerning spirits, especially 

in regard to pseudo-religious movements. In 1953 he 

wrote a letter to caution all of his “preacher boys” who 

were serving as missionaries in Japan during the time of 

a spurious “revival.” Dr. Jones wrote, “There are a great 

many manifestations that are counterfeit, and there are 

going to be more and more of these ‘counterfeit man-

ifestations.’ So I warn all of you to be very careful that 

you do not get swept off your feet by movements that 

appear good but are in some cases diverting attention 

from the main business of getting out the Gospel to 

people and getting them saved. It is my opinion that as 

we go into the close of this age, we are going to have 

more and more demonic religious manifestations. We 

are living in a day of religious peril, and the peril is go-

ing to keep on getting worse and worse as the darkness 

of the close of this age settles.”

EXALT JESUS CHRIST!

At one time Dr. Jones wrote a letter of exhortation to all 

his “preacher boys” serving as missionaries in Japan, “I 

am calling you to the colors. You get on your feet; pray 

without ceasing; get the Gospel to as many people as 

possible in the shortest time possible; exalt Jesus Christ 

wherever you can, and you won’t backslide. You begin 

to backslide when you begin to put emphasis some-

where else except on Jesus, the Gospel, and winning 

souls. The danger of over-emphasis in the Christian 

program is as bad as under-emphasis. You cannot 

over-emphasize Jesus and His blessed vicarious substi-

tution, blood atonement, and his bodily resurrection 

from the dead. You cannot over-emphasize the gifts 

of the Holy Spirit to such an extent that you will draw 

attention away from Him.

“Get out and tell them about Jesus. God will take care 

of the Gospel. You can count on the Holy Spirit ap-

plying it. Your job is to give the Gospel to the people. 

Remember that above all the gifts of the Holy Spirit set 

forth in the twelfth chapter of 1 Corinthians, the writer, 

under the power of the Holy Spirit, says there is a more 

excellent way, and that is in the thirteenth chapter of 

1 Corinthians. No man anywhere in the world who 

keeps on preaching this Gospel day in and day out un-

der all circumstances and under all conditions and who 

sees this gospel work will need to roll in the sawdust 

aisle and pray in agony for some gift of the Holy Spirit. 

The Holy Spirit won’t leave a man who in his heart loves 

Jesus and who is out after sinners, trying to get them 

saved.
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“I am pleading for the Lord Jesus Christ to have His 

proper place because there is salvation in no other name 

but His Name. You need not worry about the Holy Spirit 

doing His job. You do your job. He will give you what-

ever gift you need to exalt Jesus Christ, but the devil will 

give you a counterfeit gift and brand it ‘Christian’ to pull 

attention away from the Lord Jesus Christ.”

DO RIGHT!

Dr. Jones’ great principle was “Do right!” His ethics were 

based on doing right, and he would never compromise 

this principle. Years ago, Dr. Jones felt that several of 

the missionaries in Japan were not doing right, and he 

was deeply concerned about their compromise. He 

wrote them, “You can do as you please. You are your 

own men. You can do wrong if you want to. You can 

have the wrong ethics if you want to; but at my age in 

life, I am not going to say a thing is right when I know it 

is not right.”

Dr. Jones sought to know the truth from whatever quar-

ter it might come and then act and make judgments 

according to the facts as he came to understand them. 

He wrote a letter to a fellow missionary in Japan, of 

which I received a copy, “I do not evaluate a statement 

by who says it or whether I like the fellow who says it. 

If a man makes a statement, all I want to know is, ‘Was 

what he said so?’ If it isn’t so, I pay no attention to it. A 

man might come down the street and tell me that he 

saw a thing downtown just a few minutes before, and 

I might have no confidence in the man who told me, 

but I might wonder if what he said was so, and I might 

check to see. You are going to find as you grow older 

in executive position that you want the facts and then 

evaluate such facts according to your slant on orthodox, 

evangelical gospel work.”

DEAD ORTHODOXY

Dr. Jones was a militant fundamentalist, but if there 

was one thing he despised, it was dead orthodoxy. In 

a letter to a fellow missionary in Japan he wrote, “Don’t 

tie up with the cold, dead, technical, orthodox crowd. 

Unless a man knows how to call mourners, he is no 

good to the 

type of work 

you are doing. 

A fundamen-

talist is more 

of a hindrance 

to evangelism 

than a modern-

ist unless that 

fundamentalist has a passion for souls. You can’t have 

evangelistic unction with cold, dead, anti-evangelistic 

fundamentalism; or you can’t have it with fundamen-

talism that goes along with the National Council of 

Churches.” Dr. Jones said many times, “It takes evange-

listic unction to make orthodoxy function.”

“DEMAS HATH FORSAKEN ME”

The thing that caused the greatest pain and sadness to 

Dr. Jones was seeing any of his “preacher boys” fall by 

the wayside and compromise. In one of the last letters 

I received from Dr. Jones, he wrote: “Paul was called 

of God to do a job, and very few people could stand 

the test. One of the saddest statements he ever made 

was, ‘Demas hath forsaken me, and only Luke is with 

me.’ I have had to be very lonely in the drives I have 

made all my life. I will be 73 years old next month. As 

I look back over the years, I see mistakes I have made 

because I had nobody to help me, and I want to help 

you boys. If the Lord tarries and I go to heaven, I want 

you fellows to do in Japan the job God has called you to 

do and enter the doors opened to you. Don’t surrender; 

don’t compromise; don’t trim; don’t try to stand in with 

anybody except the Lord Jesus Christ.” These last words 

aptly summarize Dr. Bob Jones, Sr.’s philosophy. 

He established the firm foundation which we must 

never forsake and for which we can be fervent for the 

future.
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1979
Dr. Marvin Lewis becomes 

Director of the Missions 

Department at GFA.

1989
The Berlin Wall falls in 

November, opening East 

Germany to missionary 

workers. This freedom 

is quickly followed by 

opportunities in Poland, 

Hungary, Romania, and 

Czechoslovakia.

1985
Bob Jones Memorial Bible 

Institute opens in the Phil-

ippines on November 18. 

1984
GFA of Canada is 

incorporated.

1988
The GFA Board 

votes to begin 

USA church-plant-

ing program with 

Dr. Otis Holmes 

as director. 

1982
The GFA Board opens the 

mission to candidates 

wishing to minister in the 

U.S., as long as they will be 

working with ethnic groups.

   1985
Mark Batory becomes GFAM 

Representative when Harry 

Bain steps down as Candidate 

Secretary. The Batorys served 

at Mount Horeb Bible Institute 

in Mexico and helped establish 

Berean Fundamental Baptist 

Church in Tamazunchale. 

 1989
Dr. John Dreisbach is appointed 

as GFA Field Representative. 

The Dreisbachs served in med-

ical missions on a number of 

fields, taught missions at BJU, 

and led a number of Project 

Compassion teams.

1979–1999
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1990
GFA establishes the 

Church-Planting Endow-

ment with a $196,000 

gift. By the end of 2019, 

29 Bible-preaching 

church planters had 

received funds to plant 

churches from New 

England to California.

1999
Missionaries in Germany 

form the non-profit camp 

organization Impact. 

GFA purchases current 

office space at 1809 

Wade Hampton Blvd. for 

$1,160,000.

1992
“Candidate School” 

changes to FITNESS 
Seminar (Fellowship, In-

spiration, Training, New 

Ideas, Encouragement, 

Sharing Seminar).

GFA institutes Special 
Assignment program 

for retirees to assist 

with special projects 

on the field or furlough 

relief. The first couple to 

be appointed is Glenn 

and Arline Lambright.

1997
BJMBC moves to Quezon City into 

the facilities of Gospel Light Baptist 

Church, pastored by Dennis Potts.

Gerald and Miriam 

Johnson retire, turning 

Bob Jones Memorial 

Institute in Korea over 

to their son Ken and 

son-in-law Doug Threlfall. 

After 45 years of minis-

try in Japan and Korea, 

they leave behind 500 

graduates of the school 

and hundreds of church-

es pastored by those 

graduates. The Johnsons start Faith Ministries in 

Greenville. 

1990
Dr. Lewis resigns as 

director, and the Execu-

tive Committee asks Mark 

Batory to assume the 

position. GFA moves to a 

new location at 1430 Wade 

Hampton Blvd.

1995
The GFA FITNESS 

Seminar moves to The 
Wilds in Brevard, NC. 

GFA formalizes a 

Short-Term missions 

program.

1995
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2000
Medical missions are implemented on several 

fields around the world. Dale Crawford joins the 

home office staff as Administrative Director. 
2008
Camp Impact property is 

purchased at an auction for 

a minimum bid of $48,000.

2007
Gerald Johnson, one of 

GFA’s first missionaries, 

dies on December 28.

2002
In April, Dr. Alan Patterson 

leaves Japan to assume 

responsibilities as Adminis-

trative Director. 

2001
World Trade Center is 

attacked in New York City. 

Matt Recker ministers at 

Ground Zero.

2003
GFA develops ministry in China 

at the Shanghai University of 

Medicine and Health Sciences. 

The Bettie Dreisbach Memorial 
Missionary Library, a collec-

tion of almost 1,300 volumes, is 

dedicated.

2009
GFA purchases a bulldozer 

to begin construction of the 

Aibai airstrip in PNG. 

Dr. John Dreisbach dies on 

November 23 after serving 

as an administrator and field 

representative with GFA for 

the last 20 years.

2000–2019
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2010
GFA starts the Professionals 
International program to 

answer the challenge of 

foreign governments making 

it increasingly difficult for 

missionaries to enter and 

minister abroad. 

2018
Construction is com-

pleted at BJMBC.

The Regional Director 

program is imple-

mented in July. 2015
GFA establishes the 

Strategic Internship 
Program and Teens in 
Missions internships 

to encourage young 

people to get involved in 

missions.

2017
Church Consulting 
& Strategic Planning 
begins, headed by Dr. 

Marshall Fant. 

2012
GFA leadership votes to 

phase in a missionary ser-

vice fee (from 2013-2017) to 

offset home office costs. 

In December, GFA holds 

its first Ministry Advance 
Training (MAT) Retreat to 

train deputees for cross- 

cultural ministry. 

2019
Dr. Bruce McAllister joins 

the GFA staff as Director of 

Ministry Relations. 

RE:CHURCH podcast 

launches in October. 

2020?
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